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Transport systems can be considered
inclusive only if...

.. mobility systems address the unique needs
of women, children, persons with disabilities,
and marginalized groups. Inclusive systems
ensure that safety, accessibility, affordability,
and sustainability are prioritized. My work,
particularly through initiatives like Gender
Mobility Systems, focuses on tackling these
inequities by engaging women and other
vulnerable groups to co-create practical
solutions. My advocacy efforts on projects
like the Vypeen Island transport study

have highlighted the importance of last-

mile connectivity, safer transit options, and
community-led policy interventions to create
truly inclusive transport systems.

If | was in power of our transport systems, the
first thing | would do is...

.. introduce a comprehensive mobility plan
which includes representation of intermodal
connectivity, gender mobility and infrastructure
that promote safe, affordable, and sustainable
transport. My hands-on work in urban mobility
and stakeholder engagement has taught me
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that long-lasting change requires a bottom-
up approach. | would prioritize expanding
non-motorized transport networks, increasing
women's representation in leadership roles
within the transport sector, and improving
public transport safety through initiatives such
as street lighting, surveillance, and community
monitoring.

How does the current situation for women,
young people and persons with disabilities in
your city influence your work?

The lack of safety, accessibility, and
affordability in public transport for women,
young people, and persons with disabilities
deeply influences my work and perspective.
Many of my projects, aim to bridge these

gaps. When being part of various mobility
stakeholder consultations for city mobility
plans, | make it a point to voice out for inclusive
plans that consider the unique needs of
women, differently abled and the marginalized
communities. Whether it's designing safer
commuting options or amplifying women's
voices in transport policymaking, | focus on
addressing the real challenges these groups
face in urban mobility. My advocacy efforts are
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My work aligns with the.
Hamburg Charter Principles!

My work aligns with Hamburg Charter principles
advocating for gender equality, Sustainable
trar?sport, and equitable mobility. Through

my involvement in initiatives like MobiliseHER
research on public transport gaps, and I
community-centered transport planning, |

actively promote inclusive, resilient transport
Systems. My approach also emphasizes buildin
safe, accessible, ang sustainable networks thatg
address the mobility needs of women, youn
people, and vulnerable communities, I :

to them, we ensure that the future of mobility
reflects the values of sustainability, equity, and
resilience. My work with youth-driven projects,
including public engagement campaigns and
interactions with fellow youth at colleges when

| deliver talks, demonstrates that involving
young voices leads to practical, forward-looking

driven by the belief that inclusive transport is
key to achieving equitable cities.

What's the main challenge that you face in
your daily work?

One of the biggest challenges | encounter

is navigating bureaucratic resistance and
insufficient political will, which often delay
much-needed transport reforms. However,
through my work in stakeholder engagement,
community consultations, and advocacy for

solutions.

What would you tell other young people
working in the transport field?

gender-responsive transport solutions, I've
learned to tackle this by building coalitions,
amplifying underrepresented voices, and
leveraging data-driven insights to push for
change. Maintaining momentum in long-term
projects, despite these challenges, is a crucial
part of my approach.

Why is it important to listen to young people?

Young people bring innovative ideas, energy,
and unique perspectives to the challenges
facing transport systems today. By listening
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| would tell young professionals in transport to
stay resilient, stay curious, and always engage
with communities. Real change happens when
research, advocacy, and on-ground realities
converge. In my experience, projects have
shown that challenging the status quo and
focusing on grassroots, gender-equitable
mobility planning can lead to meaningful
impact. Keep pushing boundaries, collaborate
across sectors, and focus on inclusive, long-
term solutions.
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Budget boost will help leverage Municipal Bonds

Push from the central level would motivate urban local bodies to step in
to mobilise finances from the market, leading to more investment.

LIZBETH JIBI GODWIN

The Union Budget 2023-24
has emphasised incentives
to urban local bodies (ULBs)
through property tax gover-
nance reforms and ring-fenc-
ingusercharges onurbanin-
frastructure. Ring-fencingisa

pendently. However, by ring-
fencing the statusof functions,
one could tellmuch about the
cost-effectiveness of operat-
ing and if municipal bodies
are getting value for what
they have put in. For in-
stance, water supply, which
is a function of municipality
uponwhich user chargesare
collected, could be ring-fenced
toohtainaccurate information
about cost efficiency. Thisaims
toimprove credit worthiness
of ULBs and help them raise
funds through municipal
bonds.

Fiscal autonomy in the form

Fiscal autonomyin the form of availability of funds as well as power
to make financial decisions, is one of the core elements of effective
decentralisation. Municipal bodies have been struggling long
enough to build their capacities to raise finances. Indian cities are
experiencing a myriad of issues as a resull of their fast urbanisation.

environmental damage. The
RBIbelieves that the munici-
palbondsare a reliable source
of funding for ULBs. A much-
needed secondary marketfor
nunicipal bonds inIndia may
arise as a result of efforts to
listmunicipal bonds on stock
exchanges.

According to the World

nicipal bodies in the country
that canraise fundsfrom the
market by floating their bonds
for infrastructure develop-
ment. Currently, only those
municipal bodies with "A”
creditratingare able toaccess
bonds which arebased on the
overall financial performance
and thereare many municipal

legal or financialarrangement  of availability of fundsaswell  Bank report “Financing In-  bodies in the country which
of separating the activities,as-  as powertomakefinancialde-  dia’s Urban Infrastructure  need to improve it.

sets and liabilities, revenues  cisions, isone ofthecore ele-  Needs: Constraints to Com- The firststep in raising funds
and costsassociated withthe  mentsofeffective decentrali-  mercial Financingand Pros-  from the markets by issuing
functional unitas ifit wereto  sation. Municipalbodieshave  pects for Policy Action, 2021",  municipalbonds s credit rat-
operate independently. Mu-  been struggling longenough  India will require to invest  ing. Credit rating provides a
nicipalities currently function  to build their capacities to  $840 billion over thenext 15 reliable assessment of an in-
in a way that different func-  raise finances. Indian cities  years into urban infrastruc-  strument’s inherent risk. By
tionsoverlapinsuchamanner  areexperiencingamyriadof  ture to effectively meet the  highlighting this aspect in the
that revenue and operational  issuesasaresult of theirfast needsofitsurban population.  budget 2023-24 and provid-
costs of different functions  urbanisation, includingpoor ~ The Uniongovernmentonll  ingincentives to civic bodies
cannot be determined inde-  infrastructure, congestionand ~ January2023identified 33mu-  for credit worthiness, man
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ULBs could access the market
now to raise resources. Since
the municipal bond market in
Indiais stilldeveloping, credit
rating can be crucialin luring
innew investors. The Central
governmenthas previously in-
cluded eredit rating of Munici-
pal Corporationsinthe reform
agenda of the Smart Cities and
AMRUT programme. How-
ever, the untapped potential
for bond financing by Indian
cities was highlighted by the
fact that of the 94 cities given
credit ratings in 2018, only

rating of in-
above. The
twodecades

dards of bond issuance. The
initial cost of bond issuanceis
prohibitively expensive for In-
dia’'s 200+ municipal corpora-
tions and many smaller ULBs.
From the Finance Minister's
Budget speech 2023-24, it is
evident that capacity building
of ULBs has been envisioned
by incentivising them to raise
finances and be self-sufficient.
This kind of push from the
central level would motivate
the ULBs to step in to mobil-
ise finances from the market,
leading to more investment.
Cities being the engines of
growthhave ahuge role to play
in paving the way towards In-
dia’sdream of achieving a $5
trillion economy. Improving
the leveraging of resourceshy
ULBs canbedoneby driving
a programmatic effort to get
the relatively capable cities to
tap capital markets.
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